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OUR DEAR FRIENDS

People often ask me what I think was most important about my dad. To me, it is that he was animated by a moral 
imagination, which allowed him to see things from the perspective of others, whether they were farm workers, Native 
Americans, whites living in poverty in Appalachia, or even a community wracked by racial and economic injustice and 
devastated by the assassination of their leader.

That ability – his vision – helped to save our country from nuclear annihilation during the Cuban Missile Crisis. And it inspired his words the night Dr. King 
was killed. Words that echo across five decades:

“What we need in the United States is not division; what we need in the United States is not hatred; what we need in the United States is not violence or 
lawlessness; but love and wisdom, and compassion toward one another, and a feeling of justice toward those who still suffer within our country, whether 
they be white or they be black.”

When Daddy announced his candidacy for the presidency, he said “peace and justice and compassion towards those who suffer, that’s what the United 
States should stand for.”

That is why what we are doing at Robert F. Kennedy Human Rights is so important.

We take that timeless message from Bobby Kennedy to millions of teachers and students in classrooms across the globe, through our education 
initiative, Speak Truth to Power. We partner with local human rights defenders – the way my dad worked with John Lewis and Martin Luther King – to 
hold governments responsible for abuses, whether it be for genocide in Myanmar, femicide in Mexico, or mass incarceration here at home. We work with 
the financial community to engage in racial and economic justice issues, diversity and inclusion, protecting workers up and down the supply chain and 
holding the tech industry responsible for protecting the right to privacy.

The scope and reach of Robert F. Kennedy Human Rights has expanded substantially over the years, yet our goals and objectives — the basic tenets of 
our work — are the same. We champion and protect human rights. Our accomplishments are impressive, but much remains to be done. We believe our 
mission is vital to the healing and repairing of our global community. Despite the current chaos and challenges, we remain hopeful and optimistic. As our 
life-long friend, the late John Lewis, counseled us all, “You have to take the long hard look and just believe that if you’re consistent, you will succeed.”

When we began the early planning of our 50th Anniversary Campaign, motivated by the important work and needs ahead, and bolstered by the 
achievements we have realized, the world was a very different place. Throughout this global pandemic, we remain keenly aware of the great divides of 
race and class. The peaceful protests around the world bring to the forefront a much needed examination of laws, practices, and the everyday human 
interactions that advance social justice and racial equity.

I ask you to take that message to your friends and to your own families and join us in making this the more just and peaceful world my father envisioned.

Robert Kennedy knew that “Few will have the greatness to bend history itself, but each of us can work to change a small portion of events, and in the 
total of all those acts will be written the history of this generation.”

By doing your part, together, we will help shape history. 

With warm thanks,

KERRY KENNEDY
PRESIDENT

2  |  CAMPAIGN PROSPECTUS

FEW WILL HAVE THE GREATNESS TO BEND HISTORY ITSELF, 
BUT EACH OF US CAN WORK TO CHANGE A SMALL PORTION 
OF EVENTS, AND IN THE TOTAL OF ALL THOSE ACTS WILL BE 

WRITTEN THE HISTORY OF THIS GENERATION.

ROBERT F. KENNEDY
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Historian and biographer Arthur Schlesinger, Jr. called Bobby Kennedy 
“the most creative man in American public life.” President George W. 
Bush revealed his true admiration for Kennedy in a speech from 2001 
stating, “America today is passing through a time of incredible testing, 
and as we do so, we admire even more the spirit of Robert Kennedy, 
a spirit that tolerates no injustice and fears no evil.” President Barack 
Obama counts Kennedy as one of his heroes claiming, “He was 
someone who showed us the power of acting on our ideals, the 
idea that any of us can be one of the ‘million different centers of 
energy and daring’ that ultimately combine to change the world for 
the better.” President Joe Biden said Kennedy was the “only political 
hero” he ever had, adding, “I was inspired by his passion and by his 
courage.” 

I. Protecting Human Rights

Our team partners with frontline advocates at home and around the 
world to create lasting change. We take on cases that are the Brown 
v. Board of Education cases of their countries. Through our advocacy 
and strategic litigation work, we free political prisoners, defend the 
rule of law in autocratic regimes, and work to reform the U.S. criminal 
justice system, with a focus on eliminating cash bail, decriminalizing 
immigration, and ending ICE detention.

II. Engaging the Business Community

In 1964, Robert F. Kennedy observed, “the power to act is the power 
to command resources.” Today, nearly half of the world’s hundred 
largest economies are not countries, but public companies with a 
critical role to play in creating a more just and peaceful world. The 
RFKennedy Compass program works with the investment sector and 
industry leaders to champion the “S” in ESG and achieve greater social 
outcomes. Moving beyond rhetoric to concrete action, this program 
enlists the private sector’s considerable influence to uphold rights 
along the supply chain; protect privacy to stop election interference 
in the tech sector; and advance diversity and inclusion in a $70 trillion 
industry.

We also advance Workplace Dignity by providing managers with 
tools and training to ensure compliance with the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights guarantee: Everyone has the right to just and 
favorable conditions of work. Every person’s dignity must be honored 
through specific actions that drive systemic change and create a 
thriving workplace for all. 

III. Inspiring Young Leaders

Robert F. Kennedy believed the next generation is “the world’s best hope.” 
In that spirit, we create opportunities for young people, especially those 
from groups that have been underrepresented, to rise through local 
systems of power. Through RFKennedy Young Leaders on Campus, we 
equip students with the access, resources, and skills they need to become 
community organizers and human rights defenders.

RFKennedy Speak Truth to Power combines powerful storytelling and 
interactive learning to create a global citizenry ready to prevent human 
rights abuses and violations. At the heart of our lesson plans are the 
stories of defenders from around the world — providing students with a 
unique entry point into understanding human rights issues. We embed 
social-emotional learning into our lessons and train teachers to optimize 
their impact. Educators help students effect change through action, 
becoming empathetic and emboldened champions of justice.

IV. Championing Heroes

The RFKennedy Human Rights Award celebrates human rights 
defenders and social leaders who demonstrate tremendous courage 
by taking on the most pressing human rights issues of our times, 
often at great personal risk. Amplifying the work of our honorees 
inspires human rights defenders all over the world. The RFKennedy 
Book Award was founded by Robert Kennedy biographer Arthur 
Schlesinger, Jr. in 1980 to recognize the author who “most faithfully 
and forcefully reflects Robert Kennedy’s purposes — his concern for 
the poor and the powerless, his struggle for honest and even-handed 
justice, his conviction that a decent society must assure all young 
people a fair chance, and his faith that a free democracy can act 
to remedy disparities of power and opportunity.” The RFKennedy 
Journalism Awards are the longest running program of Robert 
F. Kennedy Human Rights. Launched in 1969 by the reporters who 
covered his presidential campaign, the prestigious journalism awards 
honor a free and fair press and celebrate media professionals and 
journalism students whose work explores issues of human rights, 
social justice, and the power of individual action. The RFKennedy 
Ripple of Hope Awards recognize leaders in the corporate, public 
service, and arts sectors who demonstrate a commitment to racial and 
economic justice, improving communities, and empowering others.

OUR WORK

Robert F. Kennedy Human Rights was founded in 1968 by Bobby Kennedy’s family and friends to advance the Senator’s 
unfinished work on racial, economic, and social justice.

Now led by human rights lawyer and activist Kerry Kennedy, our team of attorneys, issue experts, advocates, entrepreneurs,  
and writers are united by a commitment to realize Robert Kennedy’s dream of a more just and peaceful world.

We advocate for key human rights issues, pursuing strategic litigation to hold governments accountable at home and around 
the world. We champion the changemakers who inspire human rights defenders everywhere. We engage businesses, working 
to help them align with human rights norms. And to ensure change that lasts, we engage university students in organizing and 
advocacy and educate millions of students about human rights, training the next generation of leaders.

HISTORY AND VISION

Bobby’s legacy wasn’t a devotion to one particular cause... 
but rather, it was a sensibility. A belief, that in this world,  
there is right and there is wrong, and it is our job to build  
our laws and our lives around recognizing the difference.

President Barack Obama

“
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I. Combating Mass Incarceration & Unjust Immigration Policies 

We bring a unique platform, access, and expertise to municipal and 
state-level advocacy campaigns in partnership with frontline advocates 
who are directly impacted by mass incarceration. Most recently, we 
teamed up with Colin Kaepernick and his Know Your Rights Camp to 
launch Funds for Freedom. Building demand for reform in geographies 
across the country where we have outsized impact, our focus is on 
creating concrete, structural changes to end mass incarceration and to 
stop unjust mass deportations and cruel immigration policies.

II. Ending Violence Against Women

The UN estimates that in the wake of COVID-19, 47 million women will 
have been forced into poverty. Frontline workers are disproportionately 
comprised of women. Women are more likely to be thrust into unpaid 
work caring for others, and they are more vulnerable to domestic 
abuse. Violence against women is a pervasive reality that threatens the 
dignity and life of women across the globe. Robert F. Kennedy Human 
Rights works to promote equality and stop gender-based brutality, 
which can range from acts of discrimination to physical abuse and 
femicide. Using international litigation and targeted advocacy, we help 
victims and their families in the ongoing quest for justice and a future 
that protects women and upholds their rights.

III. Protecting Civic Space and Activists

Governments around the world are curtailing people’s rights to freedom 
of assembly, association, and expression, as well as the right to criticize 
their government without fear of reprisal. Estimates project that today 
only 4% of the world’s population lives in a place where peaceful civic 
activism is protected. The right to dissent — the protection of civic 
space — is the basic right upon which all others are based.  

At a time when journalists face unprecedented hostility and violence, 
we recognize and celebrate their critical role in upholding democracies 
worldwide. Our strategic litigation and advocacy work includes cases 
of unjustly jailed journalists and crackdowns on free speech. To avert 
the further closing of civic space and restore rights, we work across the 
globe to protect the ability of journalists, opposition groups, and human 
rights defenders to express dissent, hold leaders accountable, and 
speak truth to power. 

As Robert F. Kennedy believed, “The sharpest criticism often goes 
hand in hand with the deepest idealism and love of country.”

IV. Honoring Workplace Dignity

Dramatic increases in income inequality, an overdue reckoning on racial 
equality, and the outsized impact of COVID-19 has made a focus on 
the rapidly changing workplace particularly urgent. Robert F. Kennedy 
Human Rights’ newest program offers strategies that drive change by 
helping companies grapple with this seismic shift and create a stronger 
business model based on the inherent dignity of each company’s most 
important asset — their workforce. 

V. Endowment Growth: Building for a Sustainable Future

Unrestricted gifts to the endowment allow us to grow our successful 
programming, sustain our key operations worldwide, and ensure that 
our mission championing human rights continues for generations to 
come. Help us continue the work.

THE CAMPAIGN FOR  
ROBERT F. KENNEDY HUMAN RIGHTS

Today, in the face of the global pandemic, anti Black and Brown violence, a nation wrenched by division, and a world which has called in question 
the value of democracy and the architecture of world order, Robert F. Kennedy Human Rights is taking bold action. We hope you will join us.

Expose Injustice. Teach Change. 
Right Wrong. Heal Pain.

On our 50th anniversary, we launched a campaign to grow and 
strengthen the financial health of Robert F. Kennedy Human Rights.

An early, quiet phase of the endowment campaign received $55M of support through planned giving. As the dynamic, 
public phase of the campaign rolls out across the nation, reaching old and new friends of the organization, the goal is 
to raise an additional $45M. 

As the organization looks ahead at the next 50 years, a total of $100M will be added to the endowment and programs, 
ensuring that the work and timeliness of these efforts proceed. The areas listed here provide powerful and unique gift 
opportunities for Robert F. Kennedy Human Rights’ friends and loyalists, knowing the work ahead is critical. 

ABOUT THE CAMPAIGN

PRIORITY AREAS FOR CAMPAIGN SUPPORT

ROBERT F. KENNEDY HUMAN RIGHTS |  7
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A SAMPLING OF OUR RECENT ACCOMPLISHMENTS

For more than 50 years, we have defended rights, championed heroes, and 
created lasting change. We are proud of our accomplishments and inspired  
to continue creating a more just and peaceful world.
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We demanded rights for farmworkers in New York, and drove the passing of the 2019 legislation that overturns 
leftover Jim Crow laws and gives these farmworkers a day off per week, the right to collective bargaining, the right 
to overtime pay, and the right to workers compensation for the first time in history.

Over the years, our global reach has expanded to include Robert F. Kennedy Human Rights Affiliates in Italy, Spain, 
Greece, Switzerland, and the United Kingdom that focus on human rights education and advocacy.

We sued the Trump administration to stop the illegal actions of the State Department’s Commission on Unalienable 
Rights, which has been working behind closed doors to articulate a definition of human rights that is grounded in 
certain religious traditions and that would eliminate rights for LGBTQI individuals, restrict sexual and reproductive 
health, and remove protections for other marginalized communities across the globe.

RFKennedy Speak Truth to Power has reached an estimated 5.7 million students, teachers, and community leaders. 
Through our partnership with Discovery Education, Speak Truth to Power is now available to more than 30 million 
students.

The Speak Truth to Power programs have changed my approach to 
teaching in many ways. I always understood education and schooling 
to be a milestone for students, and I was always driven to help students 
succeed in school so that they could become world leaders. Speak Truth 
to Power has inspired me to teach that activism begins now.

RFKennedy Speak Truth to Power Teacher

“
At Robert F. Kennedy Human Rights, we hold governments accountable for abuses through advocacy and litigation; 
at any given time we average 35 open cases. We have never lost a case.

Our work was instrumental to the enactment of 2019 reforms to New York state’s bail, discovery, and speedy trial 
laws — the largest package of criminal legal system reform in more than 50 years — making New York safer and 
more humane and setting the national standard for progressive bail reform.

We won the first case in the history of Latin America holding a government internationally responsible for killing a 
journalist. Robert F. Kennedy Human Rights sued Colombia in the International Court of Human Rights on behalf of 
the family of Nelson Carvajal, a journalist who was murdered for publishing stories on corruption and collusion.

We are not alone here. We have allies. That is the idea of compass: 
when we pool our assets, we have a louder voice, we are stronger, 
and we are more likely to change the world.

RFKennedy Compass Conference Attendee

“
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Mrs. Robert F. Kennedy — Founder 
Founder, Robert F. Kennedy Human Rights

Frank A. Baker — Co-Chair 
Co-Founder and Managing Partner,  
Siris Capital Group 

José Feliciano — Co-Chair 
Co-Founder and Managing Partner,  
Clearlake Capital Group 

Terry Mazany — Vice Chair 
Former President and CEO, The Chicago 
Community Trust 

Anthony Williams — Treasurer 
Partner, Dentons 

Elisa Massimino — Secretary 
Senior Fellow, Human Rights,  
Center for American Progress 

Peter Barbey 
President, Barbey Capital Management

Harry Belafonte 
Activist and Entertainer

Tonio Burgos 
CEO, Tonio Burgos and Associates

Nelda Connors 
Founder and CEO, Pine Grove Holdings

Kim Davis 
Executive Vice President, Social Impact, Growth 
Initiatives & Legislative Affairs,  
National Hockey League (NHL)

Dr. Stephen DeCherney 
Clinical Professor of Medicine, and Professor, 
School of Business,  
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Thasunda Brown Duckett 
CEO, Chase Consumer Banking

Peter B. Edelman 
Co-Director, Joint Degree in Law and Public Policy; 
Faculty Director, Center on Poverty, Inequality and 
Public Policy, Georgetown University Law Center 

Mark E. Freitas 
President and Founder, Mark Edward Partners

Mark Gearan 
Director, Institute of Politics,  
Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University

Kenneth Goldman 
President, Hillspire

Claudio Grossman 
Professor of Law and Dean Emeritus,  
Washington College of Law, American University

Daniel R. Halem 
Deputy Commissioner, Baseball Administration, 
and Chief Legal Officer, Major League Baseball 
(MLB)

Ambassador Douglas “Doug” T. Hickey 
CEO, BinWise (retired)

Philip W. Johnston 
President and Founder,  
Philip W. Johnston Associates

Joseph Kennedy III 
Former Congressman, Massachusetts 4th District, 
US House of Representatives

Kerry Kennedy 
President, Robert F. Kennedy Human Rights

Cara Kennedy-Cuomo 
Partner and Head of Diversity and Inclusion,  
Sahar Global Summits 

Niclas Kjellstrom-Matseke 
Founding Partner, Head of Europe & Asia,  
17 Asset Management

Betty Liu 
Former Executive Vice Chairman,  
New York Stock Exchange Group

Stefano Lucchini 
Chief Institutional Affairs and External 
Communication Officer, Intesa Sanpaolo

B. Scott Minerd 
Managing Partner and Global CIO,  
Guggenheim Partners

James J. Pinto 
CEO and Managing Director, MVC GP II

Michael H. Posner 
Co-Director, Center for Business and  
Human Rights, Stern School of Business,  
New York University

Sushma Raman 
Executive Director, Carr Center for Human Rights 
Policy, Harvard Kennedy School

John W. Rogers, Jr. 
Chairman, CEO and CIO, Ariel Investments

Marvin S. Rosen 
Shareholder, Greenberg Traurig

Jeffrey A. Sachs 
Principal, Sachs Policy Group

Henry S. Schleiff 
Group President, Investigation Discovery, Military 
Channel, and Destination America, Discovery 
Communications, Inc.

Martin Sheen 
Actor and Activist

Dasha Smith 
Executive Vice President and Chief Administrative 
Officer, National Football League (NFL)

Robert F. Smith 
Chairman and CEO, Vista Equity Partners LLC

Pedro Torres-Mackie 
Founder and Managing Director,  
Quotidian Ventures

Donato J. Tramuto 
Former CEO, Tivity Health; Founder, Health 
Evillages; Founder, Tramuto Foundation

Barry Volpert 
Co-founder and CEO, Crestview Partners

Randi Weingarten 
President, American Federation of Teachers (AFT)

 
Executive Team — Appointed Officers

Lynn Delaney 
Executive Director, RFK Legacy, Awards and 
Special Projects, Robert F. Kennedy Human Rights

Michael Schreiber 
COO, Robert F. Kennedy Human Rights

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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MAKING A GIFT

I am moved by this award more than any other. Robert Kennedy 
not only gave us a vision for a better America, he inspired us all to 
help him achieve it.... I accept this award on behalf of the unsung 
heroes who cared deeply, sacrificed much, and fought hard for a 
better America.

Representative John R. Lewis, RFKennedy Book Award Winner

“

Robert F. Kennedy Human Rights relies upon the generosity of supporters and advocates around the world who are 
dedicated to honoring Robert F. Kennedy’s legacy and advancing social justice. 

Charitable gifts at all levels will help build the framework of the Robert F. Kennedy Human Rights Endowment Campaign, and 
donors at all levels will be honored and recognized. A donor may choose to make a pledge and spread payments over several 
years, and the leadership at Robert F. Kennedy Human Rights will gladly work to design the best plan for each donor. Gifts of cash 
and securities will be accepted, and leadership is happy to discuss a planned or legacy gift to the organization.

Within the formal areas of campaign support, a gift can also be made to name a fellowship, project, or program for a certain time 
period, or through an endowed gift, in perpetuity.

Please join us.

For further information on the campaign and how to make a contribution, please contact:

Michael Schreiber, Chief Operating Officer, Robert F. Kennedy Human Rights
schreiber@rfkhumanrights.org | 917-284-6150
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Robert F. Kennedy Human Rights 
88 Pine Street, Suite 801 | New York, NY 10005 
P: +1.646.289.5593

50TH ANNIVERSARY

Let us dedicate ourselves to what the 
Greeks wrote so long ago — ‘To tame the 

savageness of man and make gentle  
the life of this world.’ 

– ROBERT F. KENNEDY
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